CHURCH . 


Chiefly deſigned for . as: 

having been regularly baptized and con- 

. firmed, have alſo renewed their Engage- | 
ments, and ſtrengthened their Graces, 

the Participation of the Great Chriſtian + 

Secrifice, at GOD's Holy Altar. 1 33 


4 
% 


a” __ 


But which may be uſeful allo to older People, namely _ 
in r thoſe who are wayering, and in rai- 
ang up ſuch as have! fallen from the Communion of | 


Mey GOD ocompany in wid tis Being, for tus 


Aar up you ſes on our mf bl Faith, Jude 205, 


r 
| Doctrine, 2 Tim. iv. 3. s 
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FPhereby they lie in wait to deceive, Epb. iv. 14. 


1 R 2 F A 25 E. 


1 ever a 6 ould unt fe 70 feviſ FR 
Catechiſin of the Church, to whoſe Authority and 
Judgment an Afﬀeir of that Nature ought 70 be entirely 


Habmitted, it is Poſſible they may find it nec ary to add 


ſome Queſtions. concerning thoſe who have the Power of | 


adminiſtring Sacraments, and how they receive ſuch an 
Authority, and what Duties are owing by GO D's Word 
ro our ſpir itual Guides. Becauſe ſuch a ſort of Inſtructi- 
ons, early inſtilled into tender Minds, might in the next 
Generation retrieve that rel pect to the ſacred Order which 


we ſo ſeandalouſſy want in this ; and they vo¹ν have 
this farther Atvantage,' that they would be a Means of | 
2 Men ſtedfaſt to the Communion of the Church, 


and. of preſerving them from falling into Schiſimns, even in 
*a State of Perſecution; from the Poſſibility of which no 
ae Eſtabliſhment can ſecure the Church of GOD, 
awhile ſhe i is Militant hips upon Barth.” And till this can 
be effected, it is to be wiſted the Reverend Clergy would 


more frequently inſtrict the People.. in ſauub Duties: the 


went of uhich neceſſary Knowle dge makes the Principles 
gf Church-Communion ſo little underſtood, that l en are 
toſſed to and fro, and carried about with Every. Wind:of 
Doctrine, by the Slight of Men, and cunning, Craftineſs 

Jam very ſen i/ible, great Modeſty hath prevailed pon 
the Clergy to divert their Thoughts from this Subject, 

tit it ſhould be interpreted u preaching up-themſetves3 


but the ſame Fears may as well prevent ; Paren to: from int 
tr ucting their Children; and Maſters heir Servants,” in 


thoſe Duties that relate to thenifelves ; ; and ſince i the Rea- 


ſon does not hold good i in the one UP. „it cannot be thought 


| concluſive 3 in the other. - 755 


Pg to Mr. NELSON 8 TS s and 745 
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ich their Belief in three different Ptr . | 
> a yer — one 8 OD. | "0 is not this ab- 
of | ſird . N 
b. MA. No; 1 13 this we alert no Ab- 
* furdiry, © becauſe 56 do not believe them 
> ebe three and one, in the ſame Reſpels. 
„That is, we do nor believe them to ba 
4 WW three Perſons; and yet but one Perſon; or 
be three Gods, and yet but one God; but we 
es only believe, that, in the divine Nature. 


there are three dif inct Subſiſtences. 


Abfürdlty, it obv101 ſh appears, thar the 


is an Oppoſition between two known Ideas; 


therefore it is impoſſible to ſhew, that 


. Yes; from co idering "the Wan of an 


Doctrine of the Holy Trinity cannot be 
juſtly charged as 7 For an Abſurdity 


w 


/ 


of Wo. Hive yon no offer Way . ckari ring” this p 
ls Dod from Abſurdity ? 


but we have no Idea at all either of the 
divine Nature, or of a divine Perſon. and 


there is any Contradiction, in believing . 


Py 8 


7 . x 
= hon th ree divine Perſons, may ſlit in the 
2 fame divine Nature. Pp * 
5 V I own this Argument Zems Zo - © concluſive; 
| and therefore ſhould flop the Mouths of Inſi- 
dels. But, pray, 
count of the Holy Trinity? 


A. From the. ſacred: Scriptures, which F. 


the Word of GOD. _- 
9. In what Maunet does the Bibh ſpeak of this 
great Myſtery? 
A. It aſſerts, chat the Fath er being GOD 
of himſelf, did, rk. Eternity, beg 


the Son in his own Likeneſs, who is — 
fore GOD of GOD, and chat the Holy 


Ghoſt eternally proceeded from the Father 
and the Son, or through the Son. . 
Q. How. does ir appear, * the Bible is the 
Word of GOD, as you alledge? 
A. By many convincing Arguments, and par- 
ticularly by the Teſtimony. of theſe who 
had beſt Opportunities Of enen the 
— Toth. 
2. But 10 Te eftimony ſa wen, in 4 Caſe of this 
ind? | 
A. Matters of F act, are capable of no other 


demand 
of the Thing will admit of. Now, whe- 

ther the holy Scriptures: were writ by Per- 
N ſons authorized by GOD for —— Pur- 


whence have e his ac. 


kind of Proof, and it is unreaſonable to 
reater Evidence than the Nature 


poſe or not, is a Matter of Fact, and there- 
3 F . ore 


poſture, as a divine Revelation ?+ 
A. I think not. F, 


9 


| 3 

be cannot be demonſtrated, but müſt be 
proved by Teſtimony only. And, indeed, 
this Evidence is ſo ſtrong, as to be acknow- 
ledged, on all Hands, ſufficient to prove 
any Pant, viding the Witneſſes addu- 


ced are credible. 


9. Who are they rhat atteſt 3 ne Divinity 7 we 


Old Teftament ? 


A. The whole Fewiſh Nation, from the 


Times in which the ſeveral Books were 
written, to this Day. Yi 


9. What Proof could the Jews who „ re- 
ceived theſe Books have, that the Penmen * 
them were authorized by GOD? 

A. They might be aſſured of that Pint, 


either by Miracles, which fuch Perſons 


performed; or wy their foretelling future 


Events. 
. But may we not belteve; that the Jews, w 


af rereived theſe' Books, were impoſed upen 


by artful Men, and fo made to receive an Im- 


Becauſe it is not at 
all likely, that any Nation (far leſs ſo ob- 


ſtinate and worldly a People as the J] _ 


ſhould receive ſo S and fo expen- 
ſive a Syſtem of Religion, as theſe Books 


contain, withour being certain that it was 
appointed by GOD. 24h, Becauſe iris in- 
credible, that a Book, ſo full of uſeful Pre- 

cepts, _ calculated ro promote real Vir- N 


* 


1 * 


.me. and Relig 3.0 1 Ch have been. writ 
by an Im 1 ho muſt be ſux ppoſed to 
be a bad Man: Or, if it may be Aledged, 
that a crafty, Prieſt, or a political Prince, 
for worldly Ends, might do ſuch a Thing, 
Jet it is certain, 34ly, That the Old Tel | 
. tament cannot be of that kind: For the 
Stile and Tendency of it, is diamerrically 
oppaſite to that we bare mult have been the 
_. Deſign of any Impoſtor: It contains many 
tho' true, yet ſcandalous Reflections _ 
Aceuſations againſt the very People upon 
whom it was to be impoſed: It repreſents 
them as Rebels againſt their GOD, and 
Apoſtates from a Religion which they 
had received from Haven? : In ſhort, it 
brands them with the moſt odious Names, 
and taxes them with the fouleſt Crimies, 
which certainly it would not have done, 
had it been the Contrivance of an Impoſ- 
tor; for his Buſineſs muſt havę been to 
ſooth the Minds of the People, by fair 
And flattering Speeches, and to enjoin n- 
thing that was contrary either to cheir In- 
clination, or their Intereſt. 
4 hy, That the Books of che Old Tet. ä 
tament are not forged, may likewiſe be 
1 from this Conſideration, that 
the Jewiſh Nation ſubmitted to pay Tithes 
to their Prieſts, and to have their Liyes 
and F ortunes determined by the Laws ow. 
| taine 
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Fortunes. 
what has been 
that many Prophecies of the Old Teſta- 


ample, the Prophecy 
on of the Temple by Netuchadnezzar,. Jer. 


: « ; 
4 
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| 8 in thous IRS] to be ſure, they 
\. would not have done, without ſuffieient 
Proof that it was the Will of GOD they 
ſhould do ſo: For Men have always been 
tenacious af their Intereſt, and very ten- 
der of what regards either their Lives or 
To add Strength to 


= 
id, let it be (conſidered, 


ment have been fully verified; For Ex- 


xxxiv. 2. and of the Return of the Fews 


from their Captivity in the Days of )- 


rus, Iſai. xliv.: Which clearly proves, that 


the Books which contain theſe Prophecies wet 


are-a divine Revelation. But, and 


| laſtly, if theſe Books were forged, it muſt 
of Moſes, 


have been either in the Days 


when the Things (of which — give an 
account) were ſaid to have been tranſact- 


ed, or, in ſome IN men both 
Which are im 
N iy ih yy" 


poſſible. 
They could not have bans. impoſed u upon 


5 ay + People at the Time when the Things 
were ſaid to be done which they give an 
account of, unleſs the Things themſelves, 
and conſequently the Account given of 
them, had been true; becauſe: the Books | 


themſelves appeal to the People then alive, 


for 


= 


of the Deſtructi- 


_—_ 7 
_ F 


* for the Truth 1 what * narr ate. Fot 
Example, the Bible tells us, Deut. xi. 2, 
— t at the very People, for whoſe Sake 
it was writ, and to whom it was delivered, 
had been Slaves in Egyps, and were deli. 
vered from their Bondage by a mighty? 
Hand and ſtretched out Arm: That they 
paſt through the Red Sea-dry-ſhod, re- 
cCeived the Law from the Mouth of GOD 
himſelf, in a moſt tremendous Manner, 
j were fed miraculoufly with Manna, and 
| © wore che bie Cloathe and Shoes for for- 
ty Tears. Now, is it poſſible, chat any 
Perſon, in his Senſes, much leſs ſo many 
hundred thouſahd, could have been per- 
ſuaded to believe, that ſuch « Train of 
Miracles had been performed before their 
1 and for their Sakes, if no ſuch Mi- 
racles had been done, or to receive a Book, 

as the Word of GOD, Which contaned 

an Account of them? Surely not. 
2. Well; this makes it clear, that the Old Teſ- 
tament could not have been forged in the Days 
f Moſes: But why may it not have me con- 
trived in ſubſequent Agen? 

bY The Old Teen Abe that certain 
Monuments had been erected, and certain 
Feaſts appointed to be kept, annually, in 
Commemoration of ſome Tranſactions 1 

- Events which are recorded in that Book 
Ia have 2 to their Predeceſſors. 


NO 


(7) 
vs to have been > car Ay: en 
then alive had an irefragable Argume 
againſt it, in his own Breaſt; : 
ry one muſt have been cox 
ſuch, Monuments had been erected, n 
any annual Feaſts obſerved, orlo much a4 
heard of, till that Time, and 
ly, the Book muſt have been rejected, 
ſpurious, by the univerſal Voice of the Na- 


tion. 099! 
of the. Old 700. | king 


D, The Diviniry an | 
| thus con 41 hat _ you 70 ſay for the | 
| . Divinity: of the Neu?: 9 
_T gem mare Arguments, \bock gener 2 
part ar, are equally a e to this, 
as to the former. It was received by the 
primitive Chriſtians, who had Oppoy 
ties of enquiring into the Truth of it, and 
1 has been rc by: the Church crer 
mnce. 
Q. But why may. not the primiciv ci 
have been miſtaken? | 
A. Many of — and learned ö 
Men, that had carefully and diligen thr en- 
uired into the Truth of Chriſtianity: be- 
fore they became Converts; and therefore 
when they bear Teſtimony. to this Book, 
as a Record of Matters of Fact, we have 
all the Reaſon in the World to believe 


chem; ſince there is no Probability, -nay, | 
24 5 IL 


| Lend IS. 4 your —_ *, 


l t! 18 impollible, Mp at * could be deceived 
themſtlves, and we are ſure they wonld 
not endeavour to deceive us; becauſe they 
gave the ſtrongeſt Proof of their Sinceri 
ty, by laying down their Lives rather tha 
deliver up their Bibles to their Enemies. 
2 What other Arguments muy be 'adduced: t0 
prove the Divinity of the New Teſtament ? 
A. The Books ſuppoſe that they were writ- 
ten in the fame Age wherein the Things 
recorded in them were tranſacted, and 
therefore could not have impoſed upon the 
People of that Age, hid bags a For- 
gery, for the Reaſons before alledged in 
behalf of the Truth of the Old Teſta 
| ment Nor, 3 1 
A2 ah, Can they be a Fofgery of latter 
— Days, i it, Becauſe the Feaſt: upon the 
+ Chriſtian Sacrifice of the Holy Euchariſt, 
in Memory of our bleſſed Saviour's. Death, 
and the Change of the Fewiſh Sabbath to 
the Chriſtian LORD's Day, as a Memo® 
ridl of his Reſurrection, are therein ſup- 
poſed to have been inftituted about the 
Time when theſe Things happened, and 
to be obſerved ever after. . Now, at what- 
ever Period the New Teſtament can be 
ſuppoſed to be forged, this invincible Ob- 
jection againſt it, muſt-have been obvious 
to all, viz. that no ſuch Feaſt in remem- 
brance of CHRIS T's Death, nor Day 


SS | 
uf F Workip; 20 2 ar of his Rekha had 
ever been celebrated among chem; and, conſequently, 
it never could have paſſed upon them as a divine Re- 
velation, if the Things it albert bad not been ſtrict· 
iy true. Again, the Factions, into which the Chriſti - 
an Church ſoon ſplit; and which have fublaſted 4 in diffe- 
rent Forms ever ſince, render it highly improbable, if 
not impoſſible, that the Bible can be a Forgery of later 
Days; for as we are ſure, that the different Hereſies 
could not in common Senſe, nor conliſtently with their 
own Intereſt, have agreed among themſelves to 
ſuch a Hebe; ſo it is moſt certain, that had any ene 
Sect attempted to impoſe a Book upon che World, as 
a divine Revelation, the reſt would have immediately — 
appeared againſt it, and diſcovered the Cheat. Since | 
therefore we never find any Queſtion made concerning 
the principal Books of our New Teſtamem, I mean, 
the Gofpels, nor of the Epiſtles, two or three except- 
ed, we may ſafely conclude that they were writ by 
the Perſ6ns whoſe N ames they bear, and c 1 
are the Word of GOD. And as for thoſe that were 1 
at firſt queſtioned, and afterwards ackn- 
of divine Original; to wit, the Epiſtle to the Hee 
brews, the Epiſtle of St. James, and the 2d of St. 
Peter, the Doubt, which was made at firſt concern- 
ing them, ſhews clearly, how careful the firſt Chriſti- 
ans were, not to be impoſed upon, in a Matter of 
ſuch Importance as that of ſettling the Canon of the + 
holy Scriptures; and alſo, manifeſtly proves, that 
theſe Books, 4s well us the reſt, were written by in- 
ſpired Penmen, fince they were not received as the 
Word of GOD, till aftet due Enquiry, and Examina- 
Yon = _— them. - | 


| 8 If it be true, as the Church of England LAGS 


au! 
2. The holy Scripture . ar N 
the Church ; pray, -what is the (urch? 
A. The Word Church has a twofold Meaning; ; either i 
ſigniſies the whole Body of Chriſtians, under the ĩmi 
ſible Biſhop of our Souls, the LORD JESUy 
CHRIST, in which Senſe it is called the Cath 
lick, or Univerſal Church; or it ſignifies any Socien 
of Perſons, profeſſing the Faith of CHRIST, 8 
are governed by the Paſtors of his Appointment. 
©. Who are the Paſtors of CHRIST*s Appointment ? 
A. There were three eccleſiaſtical Orders appointed by 
CHRIST, viz. Biſhops,. as Supreme, and Prieſts 
and Deacons, as ſubordinate to them. 


that the Order of Biſhops, as diſtinct from, and ſuperior 
*, Prieſts, is eſſentially neceſſary, how is it that the hol 
Scriptures have not expreſly, and in Jo many Woras, 
declared that CHRIST did appoint ſhops to be the 
Governors of his Church 


bs ne 
A. The ſeveral Books of the New Teſtamenr were mi 
written to Perſons who were already Chriſtians, and <1; 


were actually living under Eſpiſcopal Government, 
which being a Matter obvious to their Senſes, It was 
no more neceſſary to enjoin it expreſſy, than it is to tell 

- a Britiſh Subje& that be lives under a Monarchy, not 
in Subjection to a Republick. However, there is ſuf- 

- ficient Proof of the three Orders to be found in Scrip- 
ture; and of the Biſhops, as ſuperior to the reſt, e- 
ſpecially, if we explain it as we ought, according to 
the conſeniient Teſtimony of the anticnt ; Cutholick 


Church. if 
A Can you name a of theſe Places which. prove yo te. 
Mertion? 7 th 
al 


A. Yes: The Inſtitution of Deacous is clearly mention- 


cd, 


7 r Por cas SEES 
Me Dag, 2 * . — * 
- - * 3 „ 
_— * s $3 %1 bo * 


A 7 , * 9 > 
* , * C00 . * 364 oF. h ** 
. A . E 8 r 4 N 
N 0 1 - . ; a — 4 ö 
1 1 5 # * - . - "_ > > * 
> 25 1 p » > * . : 2 - 1 E 
1 * * 42 |» a 
* - = 
* 5 82 — 
o » ; 7 1 : 1 
* : 
» 
( | | 


i 3 % 
day Hands ſuddenly on no Man: and not to receive an A 


tranſlated) but before two or three Wimeſſes. 1 Tim. ver. 
19, 22. manifeſtly prove, 1ſt, That there were Elders 
or Preſbyters then in the Church. And, 2dly, That 


Timothy, who had the Power, ſingly and alone, and 


that the Co-temporaries of 'the Apoſtles, particularly 


our bleſſed Neſed SAVIOUR took in his Arms and bleſ- 
ſed, St. Mark x. 16.) expreſly ſpeaks of 'the three di- 
ſtin& Orders, of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, and 
aſſerts the N eceſſuy of the firſt, or Order of Biſhops, 


piſtle to the Tralliant, he tells them, that it is 


means nothing concerning the Government and Wor- 
ſhip of the Church) and orders them to be ſubject to 
their Biſhop as to JESUS CHRIST, to the Preſ- 


Was byters, as to the Sanhedrim of GOD, and College 
tell of the . and to reverence the Deacons, as the 
not Miniſters of GOD: Adding, that without theſe, there 
ſuf is no Church. And again, he that is within ihe Altar 
np 


1s pure, but he that is without the Altar, 8. e. our of 
the Communion of the Biſhop, is not pure in his Con- 
ſcience. So, in his Epiſtle to the Philadelphians, he 


tery, and the Deacons appointed by G0 D- tells 
them that—as many as are of JESUS CHRIST, are 


ed, 49% vi. And St. Pauls Commands to ; Ti oil, & 2? 
cuſation againſt an Elder ( Preſbyter or Prieſt it ſhould be 


without the Aſſiſtance of others, to ordain and cen- 
fare ſuch Preſbyters, was himſelf ſuperior to Preſby- 
I ters, and therefore was a Biſhop. Add to this; 


St. Ionatius' (ſuppoſed to be one of the Children, which 


to the very Being of a Church. Thus, in his E 
neceſſary to do nothing without their Biſhop; - che 


ſalutes them, in the Blood of JESUS CHRIST, 
if they are at Unity with their Biſhop and his Preſby- 


alſo with wy 9 that i 100 in Communion with the 
| Biſhop. 


5 . 
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Is 
| Biſhop.—The contrary of which + be true, iP. C 
they who are not in Communion with the law. 1 
Biſhops of the Church, in which they live, are not oy {ic 
_ CHRIST, that 1 is, are not good Chriſtiau pre 
like Manner, he enjoins the Smyrnelans ta i Hi 
ſteem that Euchariſt only valid, which is offered wlll ca 
the Biſhop, or by him to whom the Biſhop ſhall gil ve 
| His Conſent. —Whence it appears, that no Clergymai le- 
though regularly ordained, can officiate in any Placl Pr. 
without the Authority of the lawful Biſhop theres, De 
Much more to this Purpoſe might be quoted from thi is, 
early Author: But as his Epiſtles are tranſlated ini ce 
| Engliſh by Bp. Wake, 1 refer thoſe that deſire mo aft 
Information on this Subject, to the Epiſtles then di 
ſelves. Or they may conſylt Bp. Porter, on Church le: 
government: Bp. Hall, Dr. Brett, or Dr. Hickes ul th 
on Epiſcopacy, or Bp. Sage's Principles and Vindiczui be 
on of the Cypriance Age. And, I ſhall only furtheſi th 
1 that the Order of Biſhops has, from the Found: ne 
tion of Chriſtianity, been deemed ſo eſſential to th th 
| Being of a Church, that there never was a Church C 
down to the Reformation, i in any. Part of the World of 
wherein Epiſcopacy did not prevail: Nor i is there one re 
Example, for more than 1 500 Years, to ſhew that Or pe 
dination by mere Preſbyters was thought valid. It 
. What do the Preſoyterians ſay on this Subje( ? 0¹ 
A. They fay that CHRIST appointed but one Or B 
der of preaching Miniſters, ſometimes called Biſnop ri 
| ſometimes Preſbyters, who had the Power of Ordina- le 
WW tion, Adminiſtring the Sacraments, and Preaching the tr 
b Goſpel ; and two inferior Lay Orders, of Elders and c 
| Deacons, to aſſiſt the other in Church-diſcipline and te 
Government. And they think that they themſelves - 


are lawful Succeſſors to * firſt Biſhops or Preſbyters. 
1 2. Can 


TIT] 
5 


TY th 


lawf | 


Ls confute theng u —_ a go Nn . 
. I think I can, and Pl] try it, Thus: Though we 
ſhould grant that Chriſt appointed but one Order of 
preaching Miniſters, yet it cannot be denied (for all 
Hiſtories agree in affimingd that two others, (the one 


called Prieſts or Preſbyters, the other Deacons) were 


very early appointed by the Church. For the moſt 
learned among, the Preſbyterians acknowledge, that 
proper Epiſcopacy was eſtabliſhed, with Prieſts and 

Deacons under the Biſhops, about the Year 150: That 
is, within 50 Years of the Apoſtolic Age. Now as it is 
certain, that the firſt Order, which was then, and ever 
afterwards called Biſhops; had alone the Power of Or- 
dination, and continued to enjoy that excluſive Privi- 


lege, down to the Reformation ; it is certain, I fay, 


that this firſt Order muſt (if the Preſbyterian Scheme 


be true) be that which CHRIST appointed, and not ; 


the Preſbyters and Deacons, becauſe theſe- laſt had 
never the Power of Ordination,. which it is certain 
the Preſbyters of CHRIST's Appointment had. The 


N Conſequence then is, that the Preſbyters and Deacons 
of the antient and modern Church, (upon the Preſby- 


terian Suppoſition) were Officers of mere human Ap- 
1 and not of divine Inſtitution ; from whence 

it follows, that they had no Right to preach the Goſpel 
or ad miniſter Sacraments, and far leſs to ordain others. 


But the Preſbyterians, if they have any Ordersat all, de- 


rive them from-this middle Order of Clergymen, call 
led Preſbyters, which, according to their own Doc- 
trine, was not of divine but human Inſtitution : And, 
conſequently, it follows, that they are not Saccellore 


to that firſt Order of Miniſters, which had alone the 


Power of Ordination; nor, by Parity of Reaſon, to 


that Order of preaching Magiſters, * HR: Si 
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+ 4 enter abends, becauſe they were the ſain 
_ ©" with the firſt Order, the Order of Biſhops :- And, cor 
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A. The Biſhop has all the Power of thi Preſbyter and 
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ſequently, it follows again, that Preſbyterian Minifterl 
"have no lawful Ordination. nel Wells againſt it 
Diſſenters. 


2 Ho are the aber 2 f or ne, en a i 


tinguiſbed ? N 
A Not merely by diſtinct Names, but by baving dif. 0! 
ferent Portions of Apoſtolical Tower conferred Upon ; : 
R 
2. What is the Office Ha Deacon ? © | be 
A. It appears, from holy Writ we hs: e Hiſtory of the ah 
Church, that Deacons were appointed, to viſit the I 
Sick, to take care of the Poor's Money, to aſſiſt the N 
Biſhop or Prieſt at the Altar; to baptize, in the Ab. 
ſence of the Biſhop or Prieſt, to offer up Prayers in Mil ® 
public for the People, and, with the —_— OO C 
to preach the Goſpel. I 
©. What is the Office of a Preſbyter : ? 


A. The Office of the Prieſthood OY wan it, 
all the Power of the Deacons, and withal, the Pre ſbyter 
has a Right to offer the great Oblation, that is, to 
conſecrate the Holy Sacrament of Ute Lord's e 


Q. What is the Office of a Biſhop ? - 


S 


Deacon, and moreover, enjoys the Privilege of Or. 
dination, Confirmation, and Government. 

2,  F hat is the Difference between Biſhops, and Prefby- 
ters and Deacons, in the ehe V their e 
"Powers ? 

A: The Dien is this, that Prodoyiest and eons 
not only derive their Powers at firſt from the Bithops, 
but are always dependent upon, and accountable: to 
their reſpedive, Biſhops, - even for the lawful Enereiſe 

of 


* 


| 4 * 2 oJ 75. 
of theſe Porerh which are competent to their reſpgc- | 
tive Orders: Whereas, Bilbops act. by an independent 
and ſupreme Authority, in all the Offices that belong to 
them, and, in the lawful Exerciſe thereof, ate ſubject 
only to the LORD JESUS CHRIST. 27 

, May not any body that pleaſes aſſume theſe Offices 2 
No: A Sacrament. can only be adminiſtred WA * 
ſons commiſſiõned by G OD for chat Purpoſe. 

, Why is a divine Commiſſion neceſſary ?, 

Becauſe Sacratnents are Coyenants, or Contracts, | 


f the 


tranſact any Deed, in the Name of 'GOD, ſo as to bind 
t the him to Performance, without his Authority, ſince no 
t the Man can do ſo much for his Fellow-creature. Again, 
Ab. 2d), Chriſtian Miniſters, and eſpecially the Biſhops, 


'S' in 
nce, WF CHRIST, 2 Cr. v. 20. But ſurely no one can be 


an Ambaſſador, without a Warrant for that Purpoſe. | 


Authority to le a Clergyman ? - 
. By no means: The, Apoſtle * how. a Man can | 
pad except he be ſent? Rom. x. 15. which plain- 
ly ſuppoſes that no Man ought to aſſume the Charac- 
ter of, or can lawfully act, as a Clergyman,. without 
a divine Commiſſion. ., Beſides, che great Author of 
our Salvation, in whom was the Fulneſs of Wiſdom 
and Knowledge, and who received the holy Spirit 
without Meaſure, did not aſſume the Office of a Prieſt, 
till he was commiſſioned by his Father by an audible 
Voice from Heaven. So ſaith St. Paul, Heb. v. 5. 
CHRIST glorified not himſelf. to become an High 
Prieſt, but he that ſaid unto him Thou art my Son, 
this Day have I begotten: thee : Which ſhews, that 


Learning and . hs Talems, however neceſſary for 
. 0 


r it, 
yter 
*to 


per. 


between GOD and Men: And ſurely, no Man can 7 


are in holy Seripture ſaid to be Ambaſſadors for 


d, Do mot Learning: wad: Hilda ion give ae = 


= 
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i ihe Neem of the Office, in a proper Mü, h 

do not conſtitute the Character of a Miniſter; it be: * 

ing here, as in other Things, that though natural andi * 

- acquired Parts; do enable a Man to diſcharge that hs 
important Function with Honour to himſelf and Ad. 


Vantage to Mankind, yet they do not confer the Right iſ 
twto act: Juſt ; as it is not the Abilities to be a Gann * 
which makes a Man A ne but the 1. 1 
Commiſſion. 
2 By what Method then is the bin, 22 ber: © 
 petuated e np 
A Prieſts and Deacbiin are bete by the Hands of S' 
a4 a ſingle Biſhop; and Biſhops are conſecrated by three a 
bf the ſame ſacred Order. Though, in caſe of abſo. 
| lute Neceſſity, no doubt, but a Confecration by one 
would be valid, as each of them, according to St. Cy- i > 
25 _ are encruſted with the whole Power of the Vs 
e. Since Orifiias Minifieri have hes ; divine Commiſſi Fl. 
and have fuch Powers conferred upon them by ae, 6 
© what Light ought the People to conſider them 
A They ought to conſider them as Perſons to WA 
60 hath conmnitted the Word of Reoontciliation, 2 
Cor. v. 19. to offer Peace and Happineſs upon the 
Terms of the Goſpel to all the World; as Perſons ap- 
ppinted to intereede with GOD ſor Men; by offering 
up Prayers, and the Sacrifice of the holy Euchariſt; 10 
Heaven in their Name; and finaliy, as Fellow-labour: 
ers with, but under CHRIST, 1 in che great Work of 
Man's Salvation. 5 
2, What is the Duty which 15 owe ro their pita 
Paſtors ? 55 
A. Clergymen being appointed to an Office fo honour- 
able and 1 have unidubrotly a Right to 
love 
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Hove and Eſteem, for their Work's Sake. | And | the- 
Biſhop and ſuch Preſbyters as a& by his Authority, 


| have a juſt Claim to Obedience, in all Things that re- 


late to the Government of the Church, or other ſpiri- . 
tual Matters, becauſe they watch for their Souls, 


Hel. xiii. 17. Farther, the People ought to hearken 


to their ſacred Precepts; ſhould rake in good Part 


their pious Admonitions, and even Reproofs, when 


there is Occaſion for them: They ſhould reſort to the 


moſt judicious 6f them, for Comfort and ghoſtly 


Counſel, when their Conſciences are burdened by any 


' grievous Sin: Should pray for a Bleſſing upon their 


Labours, and that they may.be enabled to diſcharge 
their Duty faithfully : And finally, ſhould ſupply their 
Wants, by communicating to them a Share of their 
Subſtance. 1 Cor. xvi. 15, 16. Phil. ii. 29. 1 Theſſ. v. 


12, 13, 14. 1 Cor. ix. 13, 14, c. 


9, In your Definition of a N s Church, you. called 


it a Society. Pray, what do you mean by that Word, 


and how does it differ from the Mord Sed ? 

A. By a Society 1s meant any Number of Men united 

together, into one Body, by certain particular Laws 

and Rules, and that under the Direction of certain Per- 
ſons, or Governors appointed by the Founder of it, 


with Power to execute thoſe, Laws, and to puniſh ſuch 
Members as wilfully tranſgreſs them. - Whereas a 


Sec, is only a Number of Men, profeſſing the ſame, 
or ſimilar Opinions, without any Authority or Power 


over one andther. 


9. How do you prove that the Chriſtian Church 1 a Soci- 
ety, in this Senſe of the Mord? | 


' - 


A. From Marth. xxviii. 18, 19. Go ye and teach all Na. 


tions, bapilzing, &c. compared with John xx. 21. As 


ny Tale Jah ſont me, ſo ſnd T you. Where i ap: 
WR. peats, 
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hears, t fliat « our r Blefſed SAVIOUR gave a | Commiſfon 
to his Apoſtles, to convert the World; to unite them | 
into one viſible Body or Church by Baptiſm, and to 

appoint proper Officers to rule and govern it after 2. 
their Deceaſe; and, in ſhort, empowered them to give 

Order, that a Sueceſſion of Governors for bis 
Church, ſhould be perpetuated till the End of the 

World. Accordingly, by virtue of this Commiſſion, 
the Apoſtles did preach the Goſpel and admit their 
_ Converts into the Church by Baptiſm, and ordained 

Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, to govern every par- 
ticular Church in their Abſence, commanding them 

to feed the Flock of GOD, over which the HOLY. 
GHOST had made them Overſeers, Alls xx. -28. 

and the People to obey thoſe Officers, and ſubmit 
themſelves unto them, as unto the Miniſters of GOD, 
who watched for their Souls, as Perſons who muſt give 

an Account, Heb. xiii. 17. 1 Cor. xvi. 15, 16. 

' Farther, that the Church is a Society, appears from 
its being compared to, or called 2 Kingdom, Dan. 
ii. 44 A City, Heb. xii. 22. A Houſe « or Houſhold, 

| Heb. iii. 2; 6. A Polity or Common. wealth, Eph. it. 

12. And finally, a Body, or the Body of CHRIST, 

Eph. iv. 12. and elſewhere; all which Things or 
_ Compariſons are themſelves Societies, or Bodies of 
Men united under proper Governors, and conſe- 
quently i it follows, that the Church, which is compar 
ed to them, muſt be a Society likewiſe. _ 

©. What do yuu infer from the Church being a Society ? 

A. That it is not ſufficient, - barely to believe the Arti- 
cles of the Chriſtian Faith, and obey the Rules of 
Morality ; but that we are alſo obliged to be made 
Members of the Church by Baptiſm, and ever after 


to live 1 in her Communien, by ie her public 
Worſhip 


1 

Worſhip, and partaking in her Sacraments ; and fi- 
nally, that we are obliged likewiſe, to obey, in ſpirt- 
tual Things, her lawful Governors or Biſhops. - 


Hou does all this 1 from the Church being a 80 " 


rive | ciety ? 5 
his . It follows iy Becauſe, if GOD has given | 
the the Biſhops, and ſuch as they appoint, Power to bap- 


tize, to adminiſter the Holy Euchariſt, to offer up 
Prayers in Publick for his People, and in one Word, to 

be Goyernors of the Church, then it myſt be the Duty 
dar- of all Perſons, to receive Baptiſm, and the Lord's 
em Supper, from their Hands; to join in the Worſhip of- 
LV fered up by theſe Miniſters, and in ſhort; to be ſub- 


28. ject, as to the external Government and Polity of the 
mit. Church, to the ſupreme Governors of it, that is the 
D, Biſhops. And they that refuſe to receive the Sacra- 
ive ments in this Manner, muſt probably forfeit the 
Benefit of our bleſſed SAVIOUR's Death, which 
om (ordinarily ſpeaking) are only conveyed to Chriſtians 
an. by their Means. 
ld, 2, How does it appear that the Benefits of CH RI ST's 
1, Death, Pardon of Sins, to wit, and the Grace of the Ho- 
T, ly Spirit, arg ordinarily confined to the Uſe. of Sacra- 
or ments? ; 
of A. From many Places of Holy Scripture, particularly, 
ſe- Ads xxii. 16. 1 Cor, xii. 13. and St. John vi. 53, 
ir- 54. Where Pardon of Sins, the Aſſiſtance of the Spi- 
rit, and Life itfelf, that is ſpiritual Life, are expreſ- 
F. . by declared to be communicated thereby. 
ts A. How far does the Obligation to join in public . orſhip, 
of and receive the Sacraments, extend? 
le A. To all ordinary Caſes, that is, all perſons are oblige 
ef ed to perform theſe Duties, whenever they can do 
ic them as E HRISE appointed; & men, whenever they | 


have 


2 
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e the Opportunity of a lawful Clergyman, and one 
that requires no ſinful Term of Communion. 

2A: Will Difficulty or * in oþtainin, ; them be 10 
Excuſe ? 

A. Neither Difficulty or Dangers hinder us from proſe. 

. cuting our worldly Buſineſs; and ſurely, as the Con- 
cerns of our Soul are of more Importance, they can 
be ho Excuſe for the Neglect of our weightieſt Mat. 
ters. Indeed to abſtain from public Worſhip, and 
deſpiſe the Holy Sacraments, is virtually to deny our 
Bleſſed 8 AVI O UR before Men; and whoſoever de- 


nieth Him, them he will deny before his Father and 


his Holy Angels, Matth. x. 32. 


But what if People have not the Opportunity of a re. 


cular Clerg yman, may they not join, in that Caſe, with 
thoſe who have not the Authority of the Biſhops ? | 
A, No: If GOD, in his Providence, deprive Men of 
the Benefit of a lawful Clergyman, then public Wor- 
ſhip and Sacraments ceaſe to be a Duty: for hE is 
not a Pharaoh to. require Brick without Straw; nor 
will he impute that to us as a Crime, which is only 
our Misfortune. But to join with thoſe, who either 
uſurp the Prieſthood, or act irregu:arly, upon the Pre- 
tence of Neceſſity, is abſurd in itſelf, and is founded 
upon an erroneous Opinion, that Worſhip and Sacra- 
ments are abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation: Whereas, 
Jie are only ordinarily ſo, that is, when they can be got 
n the Manner CHRIST appointed them, as I have 
ſaid. Meantime let i it be remembered, that the moſt 
preſling Necefiity did not excuſe Saul for offering Sa- 

_ erifice, 1 Sam. xiii. 1 I, 12, nor Uzzah for touching 
the Ark, I Chron. xili. 9. and conſequently, it will 
not vindicate Chriſtians 1 in worſhiping G OD contra- 
17 to his own Inſtitution. He alone has a Right te to 


22 


th 
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ommand, how and by what Perſons Prayer and $8 
craments are to be performed, and we muſt upon no 
pretence heap up to ourſelves, Teachers having itch- 
Wing Ears, but keep ſtrictly to thoſe who are regularly | 
appointed, that is to the Biſhops, and ſuch only as 
are authorized by mew ©” | 
. Did the primitive Chriſtians believe the Neceſſity of 


Mat. WW communicating with fome pure Part of the Church, and 
and with the lawful Biſhop of the Dioceſe, in order to Sal- 

our vation. 

r de- . Yes, the antient Chriſtians thought an Excluſion 


from the Communion of the Church, by a regular Ex- 
communication, was an Excluſion from the Kingdom 
3 e- of Heaven, according to St, Matth. xviii. 18. and 
with therefore they willingly endured the ſevereſt Penal- 
ties, in order to be admitted into it again, after they 
lad been ſeparated, for their Offences. 

. What do you infer fen the Fraclice of the EArtients 
in this Matter? 

That ſince the Neceſſity of external Participation of 
ny Wor ſhip and Sacraments, in the viſible Communion 
ther of the lawful Biſhop af the Dioceſe (or in caſe of 2 
pre- Vacancy of the See, of the Metrepolitan, or other 
ded Riop, who by the local Cuſtom had the Inſpection 
cra- of it,) was univerſally believed in the very Age next 
to the Apoſtles, it muſt therefore have been taught 
by them as a fundamental Doctrine. 

d. Do you think then that all are damned who do not hold 
Connnunion with ſome pure Part of the Church, or with 
the lawful Biſhop of the Dioceſe ? - 

ing . GOD forbid. For conſidering how ſmall a Part of 
vitt Wl the Chriſtian Church is pure, and how few hold Com- 
ra- munion with the Biſhops, as they ought, it might well 
| be ſaid, Who then could be ſaved? The Heathens, to 


22 vi 
7 whom the Goſpel how not yet been promulgated, can 


not be bound by the Laws of the.Goſpel. And eveif ſom: 
© of thoſe that have been educated Chriſtians, but bi moſt 
Mlilsfortune have been brought up in Errors, and oul Tim 
of the Communion of the Biſhop, Charity obliges ul Diff 

_— hope, and even believe, that GOD; who is inf omi. 
- mite in Mercy, will have Compaſſion. on ſuch of then preſ 
as do not offend wilfully, and from a Contempt offfff that 

© Divine Authority, but err through Ignorance ; be Soul 
cauſe He knows the Weakneſs and Infirmity of ou GO 
Nature, how apt it is to be biaſſed the wrong Way mall 
and how difficult it js to overcame the Prejudices oi Mat 
Education, and to correct the firſt Impreſſions. This deff 
however, will not vindicate thoſe, wha, having an men 
Opportunity, neglect to inform themſelves, or who, at a 
i 15 knowing themſelves to be in the wrong, conti nue fefli 
Members of a corrupt Church, far Intereit, or out off ther 
Pear, and ſuch other worldly Conſideratians. Far not! 
leſs will it excuſe ſuch Perſons as have been once in to t 
the right Way, and yet, for the Ends above menti- the 
oned, forſake the true Communiee of the Church, of t 

© becauſe then the Crime is wilful. | GO 
2 But is there no Indulgence to be giver _ Time of . fore 
 ſecution, ar even of Danger only ?. May not one join, MW caul 
either in Worſhip or Sacraments, with Clerg ymen that that 
have not the Authority of the lawful Biſhop of the Di. bees 
"oceſe, providing they have been Epiſcopally ordained ; | a v. 

- ſince, -by this Method, thiy may eſcape the Danger, Pra 
and preſerve themſelves and Families in Safety? kne 
A. By no means: For G OD has obliged us to believe all MW thre 
that he has revealed, and obey all that he has com- Chr 
manded, in Time of Perſecution, as well as in Time ma! 
of Peace; and, conſequently, if it be a Duty at any Wl 28 


Time to workip N in che Communion of os 


at a Time, when 


23 


LS Fare of fits AS ; and by the Mediation of. | 


ſome lawful Biſhop, or Prieſt appointed by him, (as 
moſt certainly it is,) then i it muſt be a Duty at all 


Times, becauſe . Proſperity or Adverſity makes no 


Difference : We muſt not commit the leaſt Sin, or 


' omit the leaſt known Duty, though we could thereby 
preſerve our Perſons or Eſtates, . in Safety; for he 


that in this Way ſaverh his Life ſhall finally loſe his 
Soul, Matth. x. 39. and he that breaketh — leaſt of 
60 D's Commandments, and continueth. cherein, 
ſhall be called the leaſt in the Kingdom, of Heaven, 

Marth. v. 19. that is, faith Dr. Hammond, ſhall be 
deſpiſed and rejected by GOD, in the Day of Judg- 
ment. This was, ſaid by our Bleſſed SAVIOUR, 
n run the greateſt Hazard in pro- 
fefling Chriſtianity: And, if it was ſo great a Crime 
then to break the leaſt of GO D's Commandments, 
notwithſtanding that the keeping them expoſed Men 
to the Loſs of Liberty. and Life itſelf; ſurely, were 
the Danger of adhering ſteadily to the Communion 
of the Church greater at preſent, than, Thanks. to 
GON, it really is, that would not be an Excuſe be- 
fore GOD for the Neglect of ſo great a Duty. Be- 
cauſe it is the Chriſtian Principle, to ſuffer. rather 


than to ſin: Indeed the Prophet Dare! ſeems to have 


been of the ſame Mind, and hath ſet us in this reſpeck 
a very glorious Example ; for he refuſed to omit his 
Prayers to GOD, only for thirty Days, though he 


knew that for continuing in his Duty, he would be 


thrown into the Den of Lions; and all the primitive 
Chriſtians, for three hundred Years, afford the moſt re- 


markable Proofs of the fame Zeal and Steadfaſtneſs, i in 


as much as they perſevered in the Practice of all the 


Branches of Religion, at the Hazard of/loſing every 
Thing 
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Thing that is dons in this World. Had a del! leck 
; Saints known the Secret, which many of the Clergyz a 


living in his Communion, that any Chriſtian, whether 
| Clergyman or Layman, can hold Communion with 


| che Catholic Chyrch, or with CHRIST, + he had 


Lo - 


Vell as Laity now practiſe, of ſacrificing the Trutlis 0 An 
60D ts ſecular Intereſt, and Chriſtian Principles to or 
popular Applauſe, they need not have undergone ſo a 
much Reproach and Perſecution as they did; bi 2. 7 
might have carved out (had ſuch Truckling been al. aft 
lowable) a much eaſier Way to Heaven: But they or 
bad not {6 learned CHRIST; they knew that A.! 

© Chriſtians are bbliged at all Times to do the whole C 
Mid of GOD, and therefore were conſtant in all the th 

' Particulars of their Duty; and eſpecially were careful li! 

to avoid all unlawful Worſhip, and the leaſt Tendency e 

; Cn Schiſm, even when Adherence to the true Coin-Wl th 
munion of the Church was moſt dangerous. of 
2 What is the proper Notion of Schiſm #8 ne 
A. Schiſmin a Clergyman, is Setting up an Altar, a. g 
8 gainſt the Altar of the lawful Biſhop ; - that is, officiat- 'v 
ing in oppoſition to the Biſhop ; or in caſe the Dioceſe 21 

be vacant, officiating in oppoſition to the Metropolitan, Ia 
or Primus, who, by the Canons of the Church, has the MI ſt 
Care of ſuch Dioceſe, during its Vacancy. And it is L 
' Schiſm in a Lay Perſon, to join in Worſhip, or Sacra- b 
ments, with ſuch irregular Clergymen, who act in ap- if 
poſition to their Superiors. 3 

N 2, . by 10 it neceſſary to acknowledge - the Givi of, | 
and live in Communion with, the iſhop of the Dioceſe · 
or other Superiors ? = 
A. Becauſe the Biſhop is che viſible Head, under 9 
CHRI ST, of his own Church or Dioceſe, and is | 

the Principle of Unity to it. Whence, it is only by 


be acknowledged; by all of the I 
to be ſupreme. 
LORD JESUS CHRIST; it neceſſarily fol- 


br cher Biſhop, whey > the Canons 6f1 the K. 


bas the Care of ſuch Dioceſe, during its Varanyyp. 
And it is Schiſm in a Lay Perſon, to join in Worſhip, , 


or Sacrantents, with ſuch irregular . who 


act in oppoſition to their Superior 2 
25 Why is. it neceſſary to acknowledge the Authority 8 


and live in Gommunion with, the * E Dioceſe 


or other Superior? 
A. Becauſe the Biſhop is the viſible Head, under 


CHRIST, of his own Church or Dioceſe, and 'is 
the Principle of Unity to it. Whence, it is only by 
living in his Communion, that any Chriſtian, whether 


Clergyman or Layman, can hold Communion with 
the Catholic Churchz or with CHRIST, the Head 


of it. Beſides GOD, who is a GOD of Order, 


bot of Confuſion, has commanded all Perſons, Clers 


gy as well as People, to obey thoſe that have the Rule 


' vver themz Tos 1e the Governors or Biſhops ; , 
and conſequently, if a Prieſt thruſts himſelf irregu- _ 
larly into a Charge, that iz in oppoſition to the Bi- 
ſhop, who 


who is the real or temporary Head of the, 
Dioceſe; (eſpecially when Neteſſity in no Senſe” can 


be pleaded for ſuch 4 Step,) he, by that Action, vio- _ 
ates this divine Preceptʒ which is ſo requiſite fot the 


Sake of Peace and Order:: For; ſince Biſhops muſt 


Governors bf the Church, under the 


lows, that no inferior Prieſt can officiate regular- 
ly, hut by acting in Subordination: to them, and b 


their, Authority; it being impoſſible, that G 0 
mould -anthorize the Kiſhops to be ſupreme, and 
| ee moks 4 it lawful W act wont or 


. 


Perſuaſion, 
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-... Commiſſion to be Coninander 1 in Chief of his Arm), 


2. If then Prieſts cannot Jawfully, i. e. without a Piols 
tion of the Laws of G O D and his Church, leave. one 
Congregation, or aſſume another, without the Epiſcopal 


commanded. 70 


againſt tlieir Leave: ene what l be = 1 05 


Abſurdity as to ſuppoſe a King to give a General: 


and yet give allowance to the inferior Officers to dif 
pute or diſobey his Orders: In which Caſe, nothing 
but Confuſion and Diſorder could enſye.” 


Authority, are not Biſhops obliged to grant. their Per. 
miſſion for ſuch Clergymen as regularly apply to them, 
and againſt whom no canonical. Objection can be made: 


A. Moſt certainly they are. And if any of them re-M $54 
fuſe, an Appeal may be made to a national Synod, i Ap 
or to the Majority of the Biſhops in the Kingdom, il wo 
who are obliged in Conſcience, and it is to vo how! tha 
- ſumed, will not fail to do them Juſtice. ee. bid 

2 How comes it to paſs that Schifm, or ating in 22 us 
ſition 20 the Biſoop is ſo great a Sin? en 

A. It is a great Sin, becauſe of its — * 4 fired Con- tog 
tempt of G O D's Authority, who has given them 2 nit 
Power over all within their Dioceſe, for the Edifi- 0¹¹ 

cation of his Church: And farther, becauſe: it is de- th: 

ſtructive of Love, Peace, and Unity among Chriſti- MW th; 
ans, which are not only great Virtues, but _ tle 
ry diſtinguiſhing Badge of our Bleſſed LO R:D's M wt 


| Diſciples. Hereby ſhall all Men know that ye are ah th 
Diſciples, faith CHRIST, if ye. haue Love one to te 
2 John xiii. 33; and Ram. xiv. 19. Let ur fol- of 
tow the Things which: make for Peace, and Thing: ur 
tbherewith, we may edify one another. So, the Neceſ- ty 
ſity of Unity TRY vght, Eph. iv. 3. where we are Ml V 
a8 

W 


ep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond 
of Peace. And our LO R D, to hew the Importance 


of | 


ei” 
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of 3 it to his 8 — of * D in: his laſt ſo- 


lemn Prayer, - immediately before his Crucifixion, 
that his Apoſtles (and in them all his Followers to the 
End of the World) might. he one, even as H E and 

his FATHER are one, Fohn xvii. 11. But it is im- 
poſſible that there can be Unity or Peace in any 
Church, unleſs the inferior Clergy ſubmit to the 
Government of their Biſhops, in all Things lawful, bur 
will rebel and act in oppoſition to them when they 


pleaſe; for, by this Means, the Church is Va | 


Factions and Parties, which tear and devour one an- 
other. And therefore, no wonder when our Bleſſed 
SAVIOUR foreſaw (what the Experience of every 


would engender Hatred, Variance, and Cantention, 

that both He and His Apoſtles, ſhould fo ſtrictly for- 
bid Schiſms and Diviſions, and ſo frequently admoniſh 
us to be of one Heart and one Mind, and to ſpeak the 
| ſame Things ; not to forſake the aſſembling of ourſelves 
together, as the Manner of ſome ir: but to keep the U- 


ourſeves to thoſe who are over us in the LORD, $a 
that it is our Duty to ſubmit to lawful Governors, even 
1· though they ſhould over-ſtretch their Authority a lit- 

e- tle, unleſs they require us to believe, or do ſomething 
Ys WM which is ſinful: For this the Rules of Society, and 
the Good of the Church, demand; it being much bet- 
70 ter even to bear ſome Hardſhips, than to kindle the Fire 
of Contention, by an ill. timed Oppoſition. Indeed, | 
gs WM unleſs this Rule be obſerved, no Church or Socie- 
bf- ty would long fubfiſt in Peace: For, as Biſhops and 
rc WW - Magiſtrates are but Men, they are liable to Miſtakes 

as well as other People, and if theſe leffer Faults 


* we ſuſficient to * Rebellion, , turbulent and 
f UW factious 


Age has proved) that Rebellion againſt Superiors 


nity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, and 10 fubmit 1 
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Adlon Men would never want a Pretence, to koey 


the Houſe of GOD, and eren, the Kingdom, per. 
g petually in a Flame. 


2, Bur is it nor ſufficient to juſtify a Qurgymans officiat: 
u, that he be once regularly ordained, and be autho. 


 rized by any Biſhop * For Example, may not a Scattiſh 


Biſhop authorize a lawful Clerg yman in England, or 


an Engliſh Biſhop authorize a Clergyman ta act in Scot- 


land, hos Schifm : ? 


A. No. For it is as neceſſary, for the ſake of Peace 


and Order in the Church of GOD, that each Biſhop 


be limited in the Exerciſe of his Office to his own 
' Dioceſe, as it is requiſite for the Preſervation of Or- 
der and Government in the Kingdoms of the World, 
- that the Power of each Sheriff be confined within his 

own Oaunty, or of each Provoſt, within his own City. 
For if any Biſhop could himſelf act, or empower any 
Clergyman ta act, within the Dioceſe of another Bi. 
ſhop, in oppoſition to that Biſhop, this would necel- 
ſarily produce Confuſion, Diſquiet, — Diſorder, and 
therefore cannot poſſibly be allowed by an infinitely 
wiſe Being, who is a GON of Order, and who hath 
commanded that all Things be managed 1 in his Church 


decently, and according to Order, 1 Cor. xiv. 40. © 


2, May not one then lawfully j foin in Prayers with, a Cher 


g ymam who atts without, or in oppoſition to, the Biſhop 


of the Dizceſe : eons, 0 does Hot caamenanicate with 


 bim? 


os No. It has been already proved, that 2 Cler- 


gyman who acts without, or in appoſition to, te law. 


ful Biſhop, is inſome meaſure guilty of the Sin of Ao. 
1 rah, Dathan, and Abiram ; and canſequently, to join 
with ſuch, though but in Prayers, is giving Counte- 
5 Nance to their Ulurpation: Ow as by this —_ 
0 theſe 


„„ oa. os Mt. a ae Sos. 2 


I 1 
theſe Perſons eauſe Schiſms and Diviſions is the 4 


thought that the Grace af GON and other Be 
of our Bleſſed SAVIOUR's Death were not con- | 
veyed by the Sacraments of irregular Clexgymen, © | 
though at firſt; they might be lawfully ordained; 
at leaſt not till the Perſons who received them, 
were reconciled to the Peace of the Church, Thus, 
for Example; thaugh they did not re-baptize any 


gyman, yet if that Clerg rgyman was out of Comm 
PF Chak, ered aid 


ceſe, that js, if, he was In a State of Schi * 
did nat think that his Baptiſm was effe ctual f. 


1 


Church, and we are expreſſy dommanded 
avoid all them who do ſo, Reb. I. 17. — 


we cannot join with them without partaking i N their | 


Crime; nor finally without ſtumbling the weak, giv- 


ing — to the ** — e others by 


our Exam 


2. What br mh is there i in communicating with. 


thoſe who aft without the Biſhop's Leave 2 


A. Beſides the Guilt of Schiſm, there is Danger that the 


Sacraments they receive will not be effeQual for 


| Silvatian, For the firſt Chriſtians believed, with St. 
' Tpnatius, that that Euchariſt (and conſequently Bap- 
_ tiſm) only is valid, which is adminiſtred in Communi- 


on with, and by the Permiſſion of the Biſhop; and 


Perſan who had been baptized with Water, in the 
Name af the Holy Trinity, by an Epiſcopal Cler- 


or in oppoſition to, the lawful Biſhop of the | 


waſhing. away of Sin, till the baptized Perſoi 


. received by the Biſhop into the Communion of 

the Church, . becauſe Remiſſon of Sins, they be- 
lived, co ola 

_ ene Creed aches; 50d d they ** * 


only be von | in the Church, as 


0. celebrate them. Wherefor e ſince not only the © WH 


* 


©. Subordination, in order to preſerve Peace and Unity 
in it; hence it neceſſarily follows, that no one can 
. have a Right to celebrate any Sacrament, without 
the Permiſſion of the Biſhop of the Dioceſs: And if 
he has no Right, the Sacrament he adminiſters muſt 
be invalid; it being eſſential to the Validity of all IIA. I. 
peooſitive Inſti tutions, whether religious or civil, that 
they be punctually and. in every Point performed, ac- 
cording to the Will of the Inſtitutor. Thus; if a E. 
Perſon not qualified by Law, is employed to execute C 
the Sentence af a Judge, againſt the Goods or Per- ſe 
ſion of a Debtor; ſuch Execution is Null- and Void, N 2 © 
and no ways affects the ſaid Debtor: Or if à Perſon to 
7 legally qualified to execute the Sentence, ſhall: omit A. 


by the Authority of their Biſhops, but the good Go- 


„0 Clergyman was in the Church, who acted in oppo. 


ſition to the lawful Biſhop. Nor is this Doctrine to peri 
be wondered at: For the Efficacy of all Sacrament 6 
depends upon the Inſtitution of them, and conſe. - 
. quently upon the Rig ht which the Adminiſtrator hal an, 


holy Scripture commands Prieſts to obey and ad 


vernment of the Church, as a Society, requires ſuch a MW Fi 


any Ceremony which. the Law makes eſſential, the 41 


Execution alſo is of no effect. And therefore by pa- le 
- rity of Reaſon, if x Clergyman ſhall preſume to offi- b 


ciate, without the Permiſſion of his lawful Superior, 


n 
it is no wonder that his Miniſtrations are invalid, in d 
the Sight of GON; as being not done in the Spirit f 
of Peace and Love, but! in by. N to his own ap- 
_ © pointment. For as Korah, Dathan, and Abiram-are 
expreſsly ſaid, to have gathered themſelves together 
againſt the Lord, becauſe they murmured againſt 
ä . who had his Authority, Numb, xvi. 11.2 S0 


every 


od F 
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every prelbyter d adh Abele the — lis Bu- 1 


periors, , by rebelling againſt him, rebels againſt | 


8 GOD who hath — him OV E SEER, As A 
onſe. xx. 28. See the Great Biſhop and Martyr St. c. 77 
r hal an, his Treatiſe of the Unity of the Church. wu” 
the 2. I bat does the Church of England think of aun, 4 

ad. She believes it to be a very paſts Sin. : | 
Go. N How does that appear ? © © IP Bm | 
ch zA. From her Offices: For ſhe' hath inſerted a Petition. | 
nity in her Litany (which is one of the moſt ſolemn'Parts — 
can of her Devotions) againſt it. From Hereſy 5s 1 


Schiſm, Good LORD. deliver us. VF 4 


1 if . 2s the Church of England's Notion of Shun, he 
maſt i ſame with that LARGE, in this Catethſm © 1 {; 
all A. It is: As will appear by conſidering the Explanations 1 


given of it by her moſt learned Members: See Dr. 0 
Hammond his Treatiſe of Schiſm, Bp. Pearſon his 
Explication of that Article of the Creed, the Holy 
Catholick Church, and * dong "religious Al- | 
ſemblies. 

d, 2; Ought not all Members f the Cnr o Fogland ten 
on to ook this Sin 9 8 

ic A. All Men are aridoubtedly obliged | to avoid this 
he and every other Sin, but thoſe of the Church of Bug- 
a- land, and others who uſe her Lirurgy, are, (if poſſi- 

# ble), more obliged ſo to do, becauſe otherwiſe, they 
* muſt mock GOD by their very Prayers, which it is 

n dreadful to imagine any Chriſtian capable of: And yet ; 
it furely they who pray to GOD to keep them ffn 
= Schiſm at the very Time that they are committing it, ; 
8 either muſt be ſhamefully ignorant of what Schiſa 
, 0 
. 


is, anck of the Meaning of their own Prayers or elle 
muſt be guilry of this very Crime. 8 


. * But prey, fmce Schi is ſo great a oe, Wo? can 
BF = the | 
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Ty Church of England vindicate her — 
the Church of LOme, wth one Foe: Was net nh 
A. To this Queſtion I anſwer, tf, That it tos 
" ſeem to be true in Fact, that the Church of I 
did ſeparate from the Church of Rome; bur r rath 
that the Church of Rome ſeparated from the Charch, 
England, or which is the ſame, cauſeleſiy * 
out of her Communion; For, it appears by the v 
vouched Hiſtory of the —— chat the Perſo 
in England moſt devoted to the Biſhop of Rome, d 1 
for ſeveral Vears after the reformed Religion was fu 
_ eſtabliſhed, (even as far down as to the tenth or twelſ 
Year of Queen Elizabeth) frequent the public Church 
es, and join with the Reformers in Worſhip: And ch 
all of a ſudden they ſeparated theinſelves, and ſer. uf 
an oppoſite Communion; at the Deſire of the Pope 
| becauſe the Queen had refuſed to acknowledge again 
his uſurped Supremacy : The Schiſm therefore is po 
to be imputed to the Church of England, but to: 
Church of Rome, 0 
But Zaly, Had it been true, thar the church of Eig 
| land did ſeparate from the Church of Rome, yet if 
would not from thence follow that ſhe thereby became 
ſchiſmatical 5, Becauſe every Separation is not i 
Schiſm; but ſach a Separation or Breach. of Commu- 
nion only as is cauſcleſs, and without ſafficient Res. 
ſon. For, 4 Church teaches Errors for Truths, and 
3 Fequires the Belief of thoſe Errors as Terms of Com- 
Wunion; or if ſhe obliges ber Members to, do any! 
* Thing that is ſiuful, then it is. fo far from being 2 
Crime to ſeparate from her, that on the contrary it be 
comes expreſly a Duty; according, to the Command 
of GOD with regard to Haier, Rev. will, * Conti 


* 


„ Tr 33 Sil : > 
out of her, my People, leſt ye be Partahers i in 7 Shw3 _. 
Or finally, 1 * any Part of the Church refuſes another 
Part, that juſt and eſſential Privilege of reforming the 
Abuſes that may have crept in amongſt her Members; 
(a Privilege neceſſary to the very Being, or at leaſt the | 
Well-being of every Society,) and becauſe ſhe exery = 
ciſes that Privilege, impiouſly proceeds to cenſure 
and Excommunication, it is evident, that ſuch a2 
Sentence is null; and that the Church who cenſures 
becomes herſelf the Schiſmatic. Now this was pre- 
ciſely the Caſe of the Church of Rome at the Rev 
formation. She then taught, and ſtill does teach, 
many Errors for Truths; particularly the Doctrine 
of Tranſubſtantiat tion; the Infallibility of the Church ; 
Purgatory ; and in ſhort, the twelve additional Ariticles 
of Pope Pius the IVth's Creed: And ſhe commanded, © 
and ſtill does command, ſeveral unlawful Things to be 
done; viz: the Worſhip of the Hoſt, Prayers to Saints, 
Sc. Sr. and therefore a Separation from her was 
not, nor can be, Schiſm. Farther, ſhe refuſed the 
Church of Ergland the Liberty of reforming thoſe 
Things which her learned Members have wrefragably, _ 
proyed againſt all their Adverſaries, to be deſtruc-  * 
ure Errors; and therefore, on that Account likewiſhs 
it was lawful to forfake her. | o 
See Dr. Hicke Controverſial Letters; or thoſe. RE 
Treatiſes which were written during the Reigns of. „ 
King Charles the II. and King James the II. on the 
ſeveral Points in diſpute . the Church of Eng- 
land and the Church of Rome, now 5 in vo 
| vol, Fel. . 
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F the laying ſo great Streſs upon poſitive Inſtitutions: 


fully authorized by, and all along act in Subordinati 
td, the Biſhops of the Church, to Bigotry and Superfſſ 
Zion. But if Men conſider, that GOD would not cor 
er the Gift of Immortality even upon Adam, in a Stat 
Of Innocence, without the Uſe of the Tree of Life, whicl 
other Benefits of GOD's Covenant with Mankind, wen 


to the Coming of our SAVIOUR, only by means of Sa 


Goſpel; becauſe this is purſuing no other Method than 
what GOD has uſed with Men from the Beginning, 


” them only from the Hands of ſuch Clergymen as acknows 


; | offenſive to Almighty GOD. 
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1 Au- Ker w abe, that this little Book is like to ha 
many Enemies; and that moſt People will impyl 


- 


Sacraments, and eſpecially upon the Neceſſity of f 
ceiving them, only from Clergymen who are at firſt lay 


was a Sacrament; and, that Pardon of Sins, and thi 
ever conveyed, from the Fall of our firſt Parents,, dowt 
crifices, which were likewiſe poſitive Inſtitutions ; they 
will not wonder that the Benefits of CHRIS T's Death 
ſhould be confined to the Uſe of Sacraments, undet the 


And, with regard to our being tied down to receive 


ledge the Authority, and act by the Direction of the 


Biſhops of the Church; when it is conſidered, of how! 
great importance, Peace, Unity, and Order, are to e- 
very Society; and that theſe cannot poſſibly be preſerv- 


ed, nor Love and Charity which are the very Vitals of 
Religion, ſubſiſt in the Chriſtian Church, without 


5 ſuch Subordination and Subjection, the Reaſonableneſs 
of, that Limitation alſo, immediately appears. How ! 


great the Crime of deſpiſing Aaron's Authority was, is 


| obvious from the Puni ment inflied upon Korah and 
.  - his Company; Numb. xvi. 32. and as the Character and 


Office of the Chriitian High-prieſts is greater and more 
honourable than that of the Jewiſh was, the Guilt of 
thoſe who rebel againſt them, muſt be proportionably. 3 
greater: And canſequently it need be no Surpriſe, if it 
pollute their Sacrifices, and make 30 niſtralions 
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